
Lamar County Schools
World Class Teachers for World Class Students phone 770-35&-5891

fax 770-358-5897

Greetings,

My name is James Butler and I am the Parent Mentor for the Lamar County School System.
I'm contacting you to introduce The Parent Mentor Partnership our school system is embarking
upon this year. The program is in its early stage of inception here in Lamar County, so we want
to speak with families to ensure that we create it in a manner to best serve our community
concerns. As a brief history, the program began in Georgia in 2002, piloted initially by six school
systems. Parent Mentors are parents of children with disabilities who are employed by their
school systems. Parent Mentors are part-time paid employees; they typically report to the local
Director of Special Education and their attention is focused on students with disabilities and their
families. I'm here to assist you and your child navigate our school system as it relates to special
education and related services.

Our goal is to provide support for families. We will certainly strive to accomplish what is
required, and hopefully go beyond. One of our primary tasks in accomplishing this is by
fostering effective communication. As a parent with a child with disabilities, I can recall the
difficulties my wife and I faced as well as the difficulties we caused while obtaining an education
for our child. During the times when our family and/or the school system wasn't effective, the
one person that was most affected was our child. With that in mind, as the Lamar County School
System's Parent Mentor, I will be working to facilitate better communication and understanding
between families and the school system. I will be available to assist parents at IEP meetings,
provide resources, listen to your concerns, and relay those concerns to the appropriate school
personnel. Although we may not always feel comfortable expressing our concerns, or know how
to do so appropriately, I am certain that by working together we will be successful in articulating
the strengths, weaknesses and needs of your students, which in turn will result in developing the
best Individualized Educational Program (IEP) for your sons and daughters. The most important
thing to remember is that as we come together as a team, everyone brings some dimension of
expertise to the table and that input is valued by everyone involved.

I look forward to working with you during the 2009-2010 school year.

Sincerely,

James Butler, Parent Mentor
Lamar County Schools
100 Victory Lane
Barnesville, GA 30204
770-358-5891 voice
770-358-5858 fax
Email: jbutler(o)Jamar.kl2.Ra.us


